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Many machinations have followed, in that 
tortured, slow, legal sort of way. ‘‘I want to 
get back to federal law enforcement,’’ said 
MacLean, 39, who says he has applied at a 
dozen local police departments, but remains 
jobless. ‘‘I want to go back to serving as if I 
had never blown the whistle before.’’ 

MacLean was a Border Patrol agent in San 
Clemente for six years, and a federal air mar-
shal for four years. He has a wife and two 
daughters, 5 and 7. They’ve moved in with 
his parents. These days he spends time 
tracking the fits and starts of whistleblower- 
protection legislation that seems to come up 
every year, and die every year. 

THIS TIME, MORE HOPE 
Last week, a letter signed by seven con-

gressmen and women went to President 
Obama, urging him to swift action on the 
issue of whistleblower protection for federal 
employees, 

‘‘Whistleblowers are our nation’s best re-
source against fraud and abuse of the public 
trust,’’ the letter says. ‘‘Legal victories for 
employees who have been retaliated against 
for blowing the whistle are almost non-
existent. We encourage you to support con-
gressional efforts to reform the inadequate 
system of whistleblower protections, such as 
H.R. 1507. . . . In addition to these forward- 
looking reforms, we encourage you to take 
action to restore the careers of employees 
who were wrongly terminated or 
marginalized by previous administrations 
after blowing the whistle.’’ 

And other lawmakers are getting on board 
as well. There have been meetings at the 
White House. MacLean’s documents live on 
the Project on Government Oversight’s web 
site. He has his own page on Wikipedia. Offi-
cials did not rush to get back to us to discuss 
his case; but he has made appearances on 
many news programs and is not shy about 
pressing the righteousness of his position. 

He hopes for a resolution soon. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PORTAGE 
NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL FOREN-
SIC TEAM 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 10, 2009 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Portage Northern High 
School Forensic Team on its eighth consecu-
tive state championship at the Michigan Inter-
scholastic Forensic Association state finals. 

Portage Northern’s forensic program, led by 
Coach Laurel Scheidt, has a rich 44 year his-
tory with 11 state titles to its name. The team 
had a successful 2009 season with first-place 
finishes at every invitational and an excellent 
performance at both the district and regional 
competitions. At this year’s state competition 
over 80 schools and 800 students participated. 
The Northern team dominated the Class A di-
vision, qualifying the maximum 28 entries to 
the tournament with 45 students. Northern col-
lected a record 1,066 sweepstake points de-
feating second place finisher Birmingham 
Seaholm High School by over 330 points. 

It is an honor to congratulate the entire 
2009 Portage Northern Forensic Team and 
pay special tribute to first-place finishers An-
drew Beckner, Spencer Dudd, John Kramer, 
Kasey McSoley, Brennan Mange, Bryce 
Maurer, Nich Mueller, Nathan Novaria, Brady 
O’Brien, Caitlin Utt, Allyson Williams and 
Amanda Willoughby. 

On behalf of all residents of southwest 
Michigan, congratulations again to the Portage 
Northern Forensic Team, Coach Laurel 
Scheidt and the entire Portage Community— 
you are an inspiration to us all. Go Huskies! 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. MARY FALLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 10, 2009 

Ms. FALLIN. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding the earmark I received as part 
of ‘‘H.R. 3082—Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs Appropriations Act, 2010.’’ 

Title of Project: T–9 Noise Suppressor Sup-
port 

Amount of Project: $5,100,000 
Account: Air Force, Military Construction 
Project Recipient: Tinker Air Force Base 

3001 Staff Drive, Tinker AFB, OK 73145 
At my request, $5,100,000 was included in 

H.R. 3082, the Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs Appropriations Act, 2010, to fund 
the construction of foundations and supporting 
facilities for two T–9 noise suppression sys-
tems at Tinker AFB, Oklahoma. This project 
would consist of the construction of reinforced 
concrete footings and slabs capable of sup-
porting T–9 style engine testing facilities, a 
20,000 gallon jet engine fuel storage and de-
livery system, utilities, access driveways, and 
a small office/restroom/break facility. Current 
engine test facilities are aging and unable to 
support the current test mission. 

With the completion of the new Tinker Aero-
space Complex (TAC) and the transfer of en-
gine maintenance to this facility, construction 
of these test cells near the TAC will allow con-
tiguous support of military jet engine repair, 
decrease maintenance downtime, and associ-
ated cost. This will allow the 76th Maintenance 
Wing and the 76th Propulsion Maintenance 
Group the capabilities to meet its mission of 
delivering engines on time and on cost and 
position Tinker AFB for increased mission ca-
pabilities in the future. 
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INTRODUCING THE UNITED 
STATES OPTIMAL USE OF TRADE 
TO DEVELOP OUTERWEAR AND 
OUTDOOR RECREATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 10, 2009 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, more 
than 75 percent of Americans participate in 
active outdoor recreation each year, experi-
encing America’s wild lands and outdoor 
spaces in ways large and small. In recognition 
of this group, I am introducing the ‘‘United 
States Optimal Use of Trade to Develop Out-
erwear and Outdoor Recreation Act’’ or the 
‘‘U.S. OUTDOOR Act’’. This legislation will re-
duce the high tariffs on outdoor apparel and 
will invest in research to shrink the environ-
mental footprint of the American textile indus-
try while increasing its international competi-
tiveness. 

According to recent surveys, roughly 33 mil-
lion Americans went fishing last year and 56 
million went hiking. Through healthy outdoor 
activities like bird watching, ice climbing, hik-
ing, and bass fishing, outdoor recreation con-
tributes $730 billion and 6.5 million jobs to the 
U.S. economy. 

Unfortunately, recreational performance out-
erwear—jackets and pants used for skiing and 
snowboarding, mountaineering, hunting, fish-
ing and dozens of other outdoor activities—is 
assessed some of the highest duty rates ap-
plied to any products imported into the United 
States. While the average duty on imports is 
less than 2 percent, the rates on recreational 
performance outerwear average 17 percent, 
with some as high as 28 percent. 

These disproportionately high tariffs were 
originally implemented to protect U.S. manu-
facturers from foreign competition, but now no 
longer serve that purpose. Instead, they stifle 
innovation and raise costs throughout our 
economy. In a recent report, the U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission recently found that 
there was no commercially viable production 
of recreational performance outerwear in the 
United States. 

To better reflect this economic reality, the 
U.S. OUTDOOR Act will establish new tariff 
classifications for these products and will 
eliminate the disproportionately high tariffs as-
sessed on them. 

The legislation will also establish the Sus-
tainable Textile and Apparel Research (STAR) 
Fund. Access to STAR Fund grants will be 
made available to certain non-profit organiza-
tions through a competitive process, with the 
overarching purpose of advancing U.S. com-
petitiveness in lean manufacturing tech-
nologies and supply chain analysis. The STAR 
Fund will ultimately help the global textile and 
apparel industry in minimizing energy and 
water use, reducing waste and carbon emis-
sions and incorporating sustainable practices 
into a product’s entire life cycle. 

Through these mechanisms, this legislation 
will support the outdoor industry, consumers of 
outdoor products, and environmental practices 
throughout the textile industry supply chain. I 
look forward to working with my colleagues to 
pass this important legislation. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOREIGN 
OPERATIONS, AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise in support of the Fiscal Year 2010 State 
and Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill. I’d 
like to thank Chairwoman LOWEY and Ranking 
Member GRANGER for their hard work on this 
bill and take a moment to explain the need for 
this important piece of legislation. 

This bill improves America’s leadership in 
the fight against global poverty and disease. 
As Congress continues to debate the efficacy 
of our foreign aid against the backdrop of a 
post–9/11 world, many Americans do not 
make the connection between national secu-
rity and development. 
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It’s more than just a moral problem that bil-

lions of people around the world are struggling 
to survive. It is also in our security interest as 
a nation. Populations that struggle in extreme 
poverty are more likely to become mired in de-
stabilizing conflicts, or worse, become havens 
or recruiting grounds for terrorist organiza-
tions. Taking action to help lift people out of 
poverty and addressing the critical issues that 
go hand-in-hand with poverty will help prevent 
threats to U.S. security, and will also help cre-
ate goodwill toward the U.S. in places where 
it is desperately needed. 

The United States sits near the bottom of 
government aid donations by country wealth, 
donating just 0.18% of our national income. 
Now is the time to bolster our funding and de-
velopment efforts to developing countries. The 
current economic climate is seriously impact-
ing developing countries and they are in dire 
need of our assistance. According to the Or-
ganization for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment, world trade is in the largest decline 
since 1929, and commodity prices, particularly 
for exports from developing countries, are fall-
ing. 

I am pleased to see that this legislation con-
tains $13.4 billion for national security, 
counterterrorism and counternarcotics pro-
grams, including significant funding for Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq. Yet, the funding 
focus in recent years on defense, while vital in 
our fight against extremism, has left behind 
the other D’s—diplomacy and development. 
This bill helps remedy that by reforming and 
rebuilding America’s diplomatic and develop-
ment capacity. While it does not meet the full 
request by the President, the bill provides 
funding to hire 1,000 new State Department 
personnel and 300 new USAID personnel. 

Unfortunately, U.S. efforts remain insuffi-
cient to counter violent extremist narratives 
around the world. Terrorist groups aggres-
sively push their narrative through new and 
traditional media. I was pleased to see in-
creased funding for public diplomacy programs 
in the FY2010 bill. The increase would support 
at least 20 new public diplomacy positions. Im-
portantly, the funding also continues impera-
tive programs which include the counterter-
rorism communication center, and the digital 
outreach team focused on engaging Arabic 
language websites to impart accurate informa-
tion and counter misinformation about the 
United States. Strategic communication and 
public diplomacy should be at the front-and- 
center as we work to roll back al-Qaeda’s and 
other violent extremists’ influence among dis-
affected populations. 

I would be remiss not to mention funding for 
the Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) 
which was increased over the current level. I 
am disappointed, however, that the allocation 
was less than the President’s request. As the 
bill progresses I would urge continued support 
for global poverty reduction by funding the 
MCA at no less than the $1.4 billion allocated 
in this legislation. The Millennium Challenge 
Corporation’s (MCC’s) model of combating 
global poverty through initiatives that remove 
barriers to economic growth has not only been 
hailed as innovative, it has provided an effec-
tive complement to existing development aid 
streams. 

The bill also provides $156 million for health 
and development assistance in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) and prioritizes 
peacekeeping operations funding for the coun-

try. I witnessed the urgent need for this fund-
ing first hand when I visited the DRC earlier 
this spring. This bill includes funding for ad-
dressing gender-based violence and I would 
hope that priority is given to the areas in con-
flict and post-conflict such as the DRC which 
are afflicted most by these dehumanizing acts. 
Too often in these areas acts of rape and sex-
ual abuse are, unfortunately, common events. 
Gender-based violence is a major public 
health and human rights problem throughout 
the world and it is most apparent in the DRC. 
There, a devastatingly high percentage of girls 
are reported to have been raped. Yet, this is 
only a fraction of the actual number as most 
cases are unreported. 

Again, I thank Chairwoman LOWEY and 
Ranking Member GRANGER for their work on 
this legislation and urge my colleagues to sup-
port its passage. This bill would advance our 
ability to combat global poverty and is critical 
to our country’s ability to address today’s 
threats. 
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CONGRATULATING MICHAEL SUL-
LIVAN ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 10, 2009 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise to honor 
the distinguished career of Michael Sullivan on 
the occasion of his retirement as executive di-
rector of the Gulf Coast Exploreum Science 
Center after 11 years of service. 

Mike served as a consultant for the Gulf 
Coast Exploreum for eight years before be-
coming its executive director in 1998. He and 
his wife, Eleanor Kulin, worked together plan-
ning and marketing the museum’s major 
events. 

In 1998, Mike oversaw the museum’s relo-
cation to its high-tech home at Government 
and Water Streets. Throughout his career, 
Mike brought 28 traveling exhibitions and 46 
large-format films to the J.L. Bedsole IMAX 
Theater. The Exploreum was also named Ala-
bama’s Attraction of the Year in 2008 during 
the Governor’s Conference on Tourism. The 
Exploreum was the most visited attraction in 
south Alabama and the seventh most visited 
in the state. 

Under Mike’s leadership, the Exploreum has 
brought one ‘‘blockbuster’’ exhibit after another 
to Mobile—bringing hundreds of thousands of 
visitors and millions of dollars to the local 
economy. In 2005, ‘‘The Dead Sea Scrolls’’ at-
tracted 205,661 visitors to Mobile and an esti-
mated $13.4 million to the local economy—in 
just 109 days. 

In recognition of his many remarkable ac-
complishments, Mobile Mayor Sam Jones de-
clared ‘‘W. Michael Sullivan Day’’ earlier this 
year. The J.L. Bedsole IMAX Dome Theater 
lobby was named in Mike’s honor by the 
Exploreum board of trustees. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many throughout the Gulf Coast. On 
behalf of all those who have benefited from 
the Gulf Coast Exploreum, permit me to ex-
tend thanks for enriching the lives of so many. 

On behalf of a grateful community, I wish 
Mike and Eleanor the best of luck in all of their 
future endeavors. 

THE CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT 

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 10, 2009 

Mr. DICKS. Madam Speaker, as the chair-
man of the Interior and Environment Appro-
priations Subcommittee and someone who 
shares the concern of many in this House 
about the need to protect and restore threat-
ened and endangered species, I wish to bring 
to the attention of my colleagues a report re-
cently released by NOAA’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service on the effects of the long- 
term operation of California’s Central Valley 
Project and State Water Project. 

The Central Valley Project is a Federal Bu-
reau of Reclamation water project which sup-
plies irrigation and municipal water to inland 
California from the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta. The Sacramento River, along with 
the American River, was once among the top 
salmon spawning rivers on the West Coast, 
behind only the Columbia and Snake Rivers. 
The Sacramento was the only river in the 
West with four salmon runs, with returning fish 
numbered in the millions. Now one run is 
gone, and two are endangered, and the fourth 
could be listed soon. The scientists concluded 
in this most recent biological opinion that with-
out wild salmon from the Sacramento and 
American Rivers, the killer whales known so- 
well throughout the Puget Sound would likely 
face extinction. 

These findings only stress the interconnect-
edness of our biosphere and the need to find 
a balance between the demands of irrigation 
and agriculture with those required by the spe-
cies that once thrived in these rivers. In Wash-
ington State, we have worked very hard to find 
compromises between agriculture, power gen-
eration, and salmon restoration. While there is 
still work to be done, we have made great 
strides in implementing a mark selective fish-
ery, one of the best tools for restoring wild 
salmon runs. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
in California, Oregon, and Washington, in es-
tablishing a comprehensive plan to ensure the 
recovery and survival of our legendary wild 
salmon and killer whales. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I am submitting 
for the record an article recently published by 
McClatchy Newspapers, which provides an ex-
cellent overview of the biological opinion, the 
history of wild salmon in California, and the re-
cent decline of the killer whales. 
[From McClatchy Newspapers, July 5, 2009] 

CALIFORNIA WATER PLAN AIMS TO SAVE 
PUGET SOUND ORCAS 
(By Les Blumenthal) 

WASHINGTON.—A plan to restore salmon 
runs on California’s Sacramento River also 
could help revive killer whale populations 
700 miles to the north in Puget Sound, as 
federal scientists struggle to protect endan-
gered species in a complex ecosystem that 
stretches along the Pacific coast from Cali-
fornia to Alaska. 

Without wild salmon from the Sacramento 
and American rivers as part of their diet, the 
killer whales might face extinction, sci-
entists concluded in a biological opinion 
that could result in even more severe water 
restrictions for farmers in the drought- 
stricken, 400–mile-long Central Valley of 
California. The valley is the nation’s most 
productive farm region. 
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